OCTOBER NEWSLETTER

ND FOCUS

October 2008

Rl T T B B B B B B B B B B R T B B B B B B B T R A B B B R B R B B B R B e B

Sm//e Goo’ /o ves

%"@&;&@ﬁ@@%i R e A

Every Little Bit

| was in Montreal on the weel
end and went to Mass at my old Par
sh, St. Lukeds
priest at the end of Mass told a story
his visit to a d
gentleman asked him what Heaven
i ke. The pries
abacko, not know

He gave it some thought and
then asked the gentleman to reme
the moments his parents showed hi
unconditional love. The priest then
had him recall the times of love he
n life with good friends, his siblings
and his wife. He then had him think

Making a difference in some-
neds | ife, that |
ring a person up when they are down,
o make them laugh and enjoy life, to
ake them see the beauty that is thegjr
n tifdh @hatiéetraethappisessa The| .
riestodés story wgs
possibly coa@dinmagine thecause it m3db
e more aware of how grateful | am for
asirig &hé epportumity, the ealling fohea
tgachaerherd at Notre Damesamdea]| .
hopefully, aid students in having then
earn their own gifts and talents. | al4o
hope that this r ¢t
¥tory does the same for some of you
who read it.
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Happy Thanksgiving,
Smile, God loves you!

about the times he could recall wher

his children were born, first walked,
talked, went to school. He asked hi:[
to recall a few other special momen
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The beginning of a new school year brings with it mixed feel-
ings of anticipation mixed with a certain amount of stress
The unknown seems to make all of us a little uneasy. This
year, some of you have sons and daughters entering secpn-
dary school for the first time; while others are simply new(to

the school and others are returning for a fresh start. What we
all have in common is the desire to succeed and make Notre
Dame a better place than when we first entered its doors

Over the past eight months the community of Notre Dam¢
went through a transition period as Corpus Christi opened its
doors to 600 students. As a result of the recommendatiops
from the Boundary Review Committee, approximately 400
students from the Notre Dame catchment area were displace
to Corpus Christi which ultimately affected our staff allot-
ment. Our enrolment is now at 1400 students and the result-
ing decrease is evident and a welcome relief for both staff and
students. With the welcome change in enrolment, it is my
goal to ensure that Notre Dame is a place of welcome, sgcu-
rity and academic and athletic excellence. To accomplish
this, we must all work together toward a common purposg.
Notre Dame is here to serve the community of North Burl|ng-
ton. The needs and expectations of parents and student$ mugt
be met in order for us to say we are working effectively tg
wards a common goal. Communication must be first and
foremost; a primary goal in achieving the excellence towgrd
which we all strive. Excellence means moving forward and
never settling for complacency. The constant struggle to be
the best that we can be makes the community of Notre Dame
a positive force for advancement and change. As the ye
progresses, it is my hope that you will witness the advange-
ments and changes to our primary goal of communication.
Our staff have committed to using the class portal as a means
of communicating curriculum issues to parents and students.
The class portals are accessible through the Notre Dame| pub-
lic website. Our public website will be updated frequentl

with weekly events and news for parents. Please continye to
access the site, not only to check the weekly calendar but alsg
as a means to check on yodr Jso
continue to update our bank of paremhail addresses in
order to communicate i mpontant
synremail program.

Despite the transition Notre Dame has experienced with the
opening of Corpus Christi, the traditions, which we have
worked hard to establish, will continue to live on. The ledacy
of excellence that has been established over the years must b
maintained, improved upon and communicated to one and all.
We sincerely hope that you will continue this journey withfus

and that we can count on the support of everyone involvegd
with the community of Notre Dame.

Mr. T. Dunn
Principal
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On behalf of the Guidance Department, | would like to wel-

come our Grade 9 students to Notre Dame, as well as those

students who have joined us from other schools. We look
forward to working with you. We (The Guidance Depart-

ment) have put together a comprehensive program, whigh is
meant to assist all students with the difficult decisions that lie
ahead. A number of Universities and Colleges and Apprén-

ticeship specialists will be visiting Notre Dame this Fall t
speak with our students about their programs.

The dates of the University, College and Apprenticeship |vis-

its are available at Notrle

D a

mation website. We will be hosting an evening presentation

in November for parents and students with guest speakgrs
from these three pathways. Details will be posted at a later

date on our website, www.ntdm.ca.

The counsellors are currently meeting with the grade 12 stu-
dents to discuss their academic standing and options for the

following year. Please speak with your children about their
plans and encourage them to explore their post secondary

options. An excellent web resource for exploring and re-
searching Ontario university programs is
www.electronicinfo.ca, while those planning to attend co
lege should access ontariocolleges.ca. Apprentice-
search.com/halton.asp amngvw.onsorts.caare excellent
resources for exploring careers in the skilled trades.

Our College and University application process will continue

to be carried out otine. This will allow students the oppo
tunity to work on their applications from a home computd
The deadline for university applications is Januar¥, 2009

=

and for college itbs Febrjuary
students to meet with their counsellors to discuss their aga-

demic futures.

We are constantly in need of volunteer peer tutors. Inter¢sted

individuals should contact the Guidance Office as soon as

possible. Peer tutoring for grade nine students has started and

A4l GpaTgNg e 1R 3 sehoglednpdays ndng oraly;

The next writing of the Ontario Secondary School Literagy

Testwil take place Fhursdaygviarchi2@@09. Bligeded @ s
students are expected to write the test as well as any stydents

who were unsuccessful last year.

Finally, please dondt hesf

t at

tions or concerns regarding your son or daughter. Coungel-

lors are available to assist you with any concerns.

Mr. P. Leonard

Department Head Guidance



http://www.onsorts.ca/

Computing & Robotics Club

The Notre Dame Computing and Robotics
Club's first meeting will be in the middle of
November. Last year we had 15 members
who came out for fun. They also gained skills
that allowed them to participate in a variety
of fun competitions. Last year we were On-
tario Semifinalists in the ECOO Regional
Computer Programming Contest. We also
participated in the first ever Lego Robotics
Competition at the Halton Skills Competition.
At the Roboticon at University of Guelph we
placed 4 ™ in all of Ontario. Be sure to listen
to morning announcements for our first
meeting's date sometime in mid
Everyone is welcome to attend!

Canadian Computing Competition
February 2009
@ Notre Dame

This is a computer programming contest in a
similar format as the math contests. Stu-
dents write applications to solve the prob-
lems given. We didn't participate last year
but hope to get our presence felt this year.

ECOO Boardwide Contest

March 2009
@ Loyola High School, Oakville

Last year we came 2 " in all of Halton. This is
a contest done in teams of 2, 3 or 4 stu-

dents. In 3 hours, your team has 4 problems

to solve and there is free pizzal!

Halton Skills Competition

April 2009

You can compete in 2d animation, 3d anima-
tion, web design, and robotics. The club
helps you prepare for the competitions.

-November.

ECOO Regional Contest

May 2009
@ York University, Toronto

This is the 2 " part of the boardwide contest.
We were Ontario semi  -finalists last year.

Ontario Skills Competition
April -May 2008

@ RIM Park, Waterloo, Ontario

If we win the Halton Skills Competition, we
go to this Ontario -wide competition.

Page 3




